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Lthowgh many excellent truths kath been beretofore publiſh. © 
A «a in print, by neex of riper wits and better judgments concer- 
| ning this ſabjeFt of Infants B aptiſme; yet 1 have thought 

ood (in the indication of the truth, and pewer of godlineſſe, 
and for the better ſatisfattion of many ſcrupling Conſcrences ) to pub. 
tifh thu enſuing Treatiſe: Not ayming at any private ena, or particu- 
ler intereſt of mine own, bat for thy goed ; that the truth may be the 
-mmore manifeſted the'Kin of Antichriſt deftroyed,(briſt Feſt ex- 
alted in the Miniftrie of his Goſpel;that there may be a right diſpenſa- 
tion of Doftrime and Sacraments, that the Gefpel may flonriſh,and 
be ſet np m thy henrt in its puritie and power ,which is the deſire of thy 
friend, &+c. 

Now I feall give thee to wnderſtand that thete was (not long ſince) a 
Conference held at Donbting in the Connty of Somerſet , betwixt 4 
National Preſpyterian, and an Independent ([o called) about the point 
of Infants Baptiſme;which was the occaſion of my writing on this ſub- 

Jett, as ts well known to many godly C briftians ; whoſe deſire (together 
with mine own) is not to take np, and hold forth any thing neither in 
doftrine nor prattiſe,but what the word ſhalt warrant for truth. «And 
although many bitter ſcandalous imput ations, & aſper fions have been 
caſt upon un ( nndeſervedly) ſince that time by onr enemies behind our 
barks ; nay ſome of them to onr faces, ſtigmatizing and branding wu 
by the names of Hereticks, Sefl aries, and Schiſmaricks, and divers o- 
ther epprobriows termes,to the troubling of weak Conſerences, and the 
utter rnine of our perſons and eft ates, as mmcb as in them lay. 1 have 
( in the vindication of that tyarth held forth by us) given thee the very 
ſame verbatim which I ſent #nto My. George Millward of Shepton= 
AMalletihe being the principal werb in this hard ſentence againſt ns:as 
alſs Mr. Balfom*s Anfwer (as I nndes ſtand) thereunto im his behalf : 
together with my Reply to the ſaid Anſwer ; more largly Joni 
7 thoughts concerning the ſame ſubjeft ; which ſubjett, together wit 

T ythes,are(as I conceive)the main props and pillars of Antichriſt, up- 
held only by the Magiſtrate 5 Tythes being ſettled by an Ordinance 
(though limited) fer a year, yet (1 preſume) it hath as weak a found a- 
tien as the Preſt:yterian Government bad for three. All which I refer 
to the godly wiſe tojuage. 
Reader, 1 am to give thee furthernatice , that the Amthor of this 
A? 


Anſwer, 
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and as (I conceive) not worth the anſwering ; it containes 4 


of paper and upwards, with a ballad at the latter end of it © 
( as the eAnthor himſelf h 


whole quire 
tes it) and earneſtly (by way of ajear) de- 
fires me to put it in print ; by thu thou maiſh cab judge of hu folly: 
and truly for my part ( F4 it were worth the printing) 1 cannot ſee how 
it zspoſſible it ſhould paſſe our Independent preſs, the phraſe & method 
being not (utable to owr /ndependent ſpirits; neither can I have it prin- 
red by a Preſbyterian preſs, unleſſe it be licenced by an Antichriftian 
power. Therfore if the Authos pleaſe, he may repaire to Mercarius- 
Aulicus, aud he ( no doubt) will write an Epiſtle in commendations of 
it : andſo by that means,it may paſſe the ſame preſs where his Pam- 
phlets were printed, and may be (old according to its worth ; efpecially 
if it be ſet in a good tune ,, as Fortune my foe, &c. or to the tune of 
the London- Apprentice, or /ome {ach pretty tune: Bat peradventnre © 
my Antagoniſt may be of another mind long ere thu time, for owght I 
know he may help ring the changes at Shepton- Mallet , as well as the 
Citizens did in London, when our Army marcht through the City, for 
we know that there us a ſtrange alteration ſince he wrote bus ballad, 
and therefore he may be of another temper, he may now be met amor 
phoſed into an Independent, L 
But Reader , I muff deſire thee to excuſe me for writing in ſuch a 
phraſe, or dialeft ; for I muſt confe(ſe, it is not my wonted prattice {6 
todo, neither is it ſutable to my ſpirit, nor any other ſpirit rightly qua- 
lified : but I the rather farce my ſelf to do'it at this time, to give thee 
4 hint or tate of the very fams phraſe and method, that my Antago- 
iſt writes.unto me, 4s may evidently appear by. bis Anſwer to my firſt; 
and that it may be.a means ſomewhat to reclaime hins from the like 
prattice for the future , 1 ſhal! now defere thee to read this Book: 
throughout , with a diligent carefulneſſe &,. and weigh each perticulay 
according to its ſeveral weight, without any prejudicate opinion , aud. 


Ffoallreſt, 


Thy ſervant, 


Francs Freeman.” 


To 
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To his well-wiſhed Friend; M. 
AMilward: at Shepton-Mallec ; theſe 


| preſent. - 


Aving met you lately at Doubting at a Confe- 
rence between Mr. Browne and Mr. Franklin , 
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Mr. Frank{in(being a Diſcigle.of his)to maintain 
e and uphold the argument, which was then in diſ- 
£ pure, to be ſufficiently proved and cleared on his 
ſide ; when as indeed he " exduna nothing at all. Beſides, I find by 
late ſpeeches from honeſt men,that you do not only your ſelf,but 
divers others alſo-of- the ſame ſtamp, take occaſion, not onely to 
think, but ſpeak wickedly of all thoſe Which you account Inde- 
| pendents, in going about-to render vs odious arid vile to the 
| world, becauſe we are ſo in your eſteem, being contrary to-you in 
judgment. You alſo blaze about the Conntrey, that the Indepen- 
dents had nothing to ſay for themſelves : therfore Thave thought 
ood to write upto you ſomthing touching rhe point, which was 
then in band; and Tdoubt not bur to give ſuch fatisfaRion, that 
may. be:a meancs to ſtop the mouthes and tongues of all ſuch 
ſcandalous-perſons, and to diſcover ſuch truths, as may give good 
contentment to many poor weak Chriſtians: 1 ſhall (for our more 
| orderly proceeding).asGod ſhall inable me (inthe vindication of 
M.Zrown and others who are accounted Independents) Firſt ſer 
down the point which was to be cleared by M.Fra»k/in, andthat 
was to prove the lawfulneſſe of baprizing of Infants. Secondly, 
the manner of his Argument., which was by way of queſtion. 
Thirdly, M. Browns Anſwer,which was likewiſe by way of queſti- 
| on too. Arid laſtly;rhofe Texts of Scriprures by which M.Frankliz 
endeavoured to cleare the point. | 
© The firſt Argunentzor rather Queſtion was, Whether orno 
children of Believers being come ro growth,and being Believers 
themſelves, were ever baptized, according to your pratice? 
5 os | | M. Browne 
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where I found you very much inclined to- 
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: 
: 


Fs 


"M. Browns Anſwer, or rather queſtion was , That chiſdren of 
Believers, being come to growth, and being Believers themſelves, 
whecher or no, he would or ought refuſe ta baptize them, he be- 
ing a Miniſter of Jeſus Chrilt. 

So that there was no anſwer at all, to any pu , On neither 
ſide, negative nor affirmative ; but after a _ ebating of the 
matter in queſtion on both ſides,M.Franklinendeavoured to make 
good the lawfulneſſe of baptizing of Infants, bur could nor do 
1t: for, the firſt place in Scripture which he inſiſted upon,was that 
1 Cor.7.14. the words are theſe : For the nnbelieving bucband i 
ſantified by the wife, and the unbelieving wife ts [anftifed by the bus- 
band, els were your children unclean, but now they are holy. 

M. Fraxklins expoſition upon this text was, 1. That there was 
an eſſcntiall dfference betwixt ſandified and being holy : the huſ- 
band or the wife being bat as the veſſells of the SanQuary, ſer a- 
part for a holy uſe ; but the children are aQtually holy, and the pa- 
rents inſtrumentally holy, to produce a holy ſeed , which admits 
of an abſurdity. Again ſaid M. Franklin, v.12.1, & not the Lord,that 
is, ſaid M. Brown, he had no expreſſe command from Chriſt , nor 
cleare revelation for it, but it was his judgment, as one that had 
the mind of Chriſt, the ſpirit of che Lord : thar is, ſaid M. Frank- 
{in, Chriſt gave no command for it, when onearth ; bur reveated 
it immediately from heaven to the Apoſtle. 

The concluſion will be, that Chrift gave not a word about in- 
fants Baptiſme, when on earth, but after his aſcenfion he revealed 
ſomthing immediately to the Apoſtle concerning ir: where rhe 
meaniag of that tcxt is, that like as all things are clear to the 
cleanc, ſo is the Unchriſtian woman to the Chriſtian man; ſo 
that he may be converſant in company with her, and not offend ; 
and that the children-of them are not to be impured unlawfull & 
impure : ſo that it isbut imputative holineſſe : not that chitdren 
are by nature cleane and pure, without fin ; for char were againſt 
the Apoſtle himſcifc, who proveth Rom.s, that all are ander ori- 
ginall ſin , and naturally the children of Gods wrath , Eph.2.fo 
that there can be no inherent grace to make them holy. 

Two places more in Scripture he produced,and inſiſted largely 
upon them, ro prove the point, and then defired a little time to 
reireſh himſelfe, but came not at all to uphold his Argument, bur 
very abruptly weut his way : the one was that in Exod. 12. 37. 

| compared 
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The nuturzll feed, was accounted for the ſeed ; and {o omen" 
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(3) | > 
rid with that 1 ai the words are theſe ini Exod 
And the Childrenof Iſrael journied from Ramaſes to Smccoth, about 
fix hnndred thouſand on foot that were men , beſedes children. Aud 
that in the Corinthians, Aforeover brethren, I would not that you 

d be ignorant, that all enr fathers were under the cloud, «ll 
paſſed throwgh the ſea. 2 And were all baptized wnto Moles in the 
cloud, and mm the ſea. 3 And did all eat the ſame ſpiritual meat, and 
did all drink the ſame fpwitual drink, for they drank of that ſpiritual 
Reck:that followed them, and that Rock-was (brift. 

Now I ſhal endeavour to give youthe true ſenſe and meanin 
of theſe places of Scripture, by way of Argument, and ſo vtoeced | 
to prove the unlawfulneſle of baptizing of Infants, and I doubr. 
aot, but by Gods bleffing to make it.evident andcleer. 

The Firſt Argument : If eafancs did partake of Baptifme in the 
Type, then arc they to partake of ir in the ſubſtance, Bur infants 
44 partake of Bapriſme #n the type. £90, They are to partake of 
* in the ſubſtance, That infaurs did partake of Baptiſme in-the 
type is proved, Exod. 12. compared with 1 Cor. 10. 1, 2,3. 

eAvſw. The former part of the propoſition that infants did 
partake of Bapriſme, I ſhall not much queſtion at preſent, al- 
thoughexceeding queſtionable. 

Yet che latter part of the propoſition, I deny, that if infants 
did partake of it m thetype ; then they are to partake of it inthe 
ſubfrance. Grounds of deniall ; 

1 Firſt we are not to adminiſter Goſpel Ordinances, after any 
teal type or inftiturion,but-according to Goſpel rules. See Act.3. 
22, 23. the ground of it. 1 Types, and legall infticutions were 
dark and myſtical. To follow the type, would be to walk in legai 
darkneſfe,and not in the Goſpel light: which is the cauſe of much 
confaſion, at this preſent day. | 

2\ Legal types and mtitutions, were tipicall of fpiritual things, 
for as to leave the ſubſtance, and follow the type, is to deny 
Chrilt to be come in the fleſh. This is the Antichriſt whom:God 
will deſtroy, with the breath of his mouth and brightnesof his - 


coming. ' © | 

-- n/vw. 2. For cleering-of the truth in hand ; that infants are-- 
nor ro pertake of Baptifme an the ſiubRance, rhough in the type. 
The prormd'of it ; The Church of the Jewes was typical itfelf +: 


AE7 Lo | _ (4) | GEE 
of Ordinances in the type : But now under the Goſpel , there is 
no ſeed, but that of faith, Rom.4.14,15,16, Gal.3.26.29. 

So here is the truth, and all that can be gathered in matter of 
practice:that as all the natural ſeed partakes of Ordinances in the 
type, 1oall the ſpirituall ſeed are to partake of Ordinances in the 
ſubſance,6: none are the ſpiritual ſeed but that of faith, Rom. 2.28 

:Qnere. One doubt or quere in the tirlt part of the propoſition 
whether infants did partake of baptiſme in the type. 

Objef. They all went through the ſea , both women and chil- 
dren, therefore partakers of baptiſme. 

eAvnſw. The text faith, 1 Cor.10.2,3. all our fathers were bap- 
tized. no mention of children, although it is true,there were chil- 
dren,ſo there were flocks of Sheep and Beeves:quere,whether the 
Scripture ſaith any where, that the children were baptized more 
then the ſheep and beeves ? | 

The Scripture ſaith, our fathers were baptized ; thoſe children 
were our forefathers, therefore baptized : If the fathers baptized 
in the ſea were ſuch as fell in the wilderneſle, the children did not 
fall in the wilderneſle , therefore the Apoſtle intends not them : 
and thus you may ſee tis clear, TI 

And if ſo be you will grant that which muſt needs be granted, 
and that is that Chriſt never inſtituted , nor appointed any holy 
Ordinance to be adminiſtred to his children, but for their good; 
then ſhall I alſo make it clear,that baptizing of infants doth them 
no good, butis vain and finfall co any that ſhall adminiſter it-un- 
ro them ; for whar'is not of faith isſin ; and there is no faith, bur 
is grounded upon ſome promiſe of God, in and through Chrilt. 
There 1s no precept nor preſident for baptizing of infants; there- 
fore no. promiſe: but the Scripture holds forth both precept and 
preſident for baptizing of beleevers,therefore promiſes. As for 
example, Go teach all nations,&c.there is a precept, 1 to teach,and 
then to baptize : ſo there is a promiſe to belecevers ; He that be- 
leeveth andis baptized, ſhall be ſaved,e+c. The Scriptures are full of 
examples in this kind. =_- | 

Now to make it evident that baptizing of infants, doth.-them 
no good, buc -is vain and (infull co them that ſhall adminiſteg it, 
I ſhall give you theſe folſowing Arguments ; 1 That God hath 
decreed from all eteraity ſuch as ſhall be ſaved : If infants are 
within the compadl: of that decree, wherherbaptized or not bap- 


A 


"they ſhalt defaved : But if an infant benot within the compaſſe' "4 


of that decree, then Baptiſme cannot ſave him, nor availe him a- 
nythingto do him any good. 

" Again ſecondly, if an infant be born within the compaſſe of 
that decree, and die before pI then is he ſaved by vertue of 
that decree : bur if an Infant be baptized, and ſo dies after Bap- 
tiſm, being not born within the compaſſe of that decree, his Bap- 
tiſm cannot ſave-him,nor avail him anything to do'him any good. 

Therforethisholy Ordinance ought not to be adminiſtred to in- 
fants aot capable of faich;neicher can it dothem any good:but if ſs 
be thar-children of believers are come to what maturity of growth 
in-the knowledge of God in Chriſt, being able in ſome meaſure 
to manifeſt faith, repentance, and turning unto God : then ought 
a Miniſter of Jeſus Chriſt ro baptize them,not as they are the ſeed 
of believers, but becauſe they are believers themſelves , and be- 
cauſe that Baptiſm is the firſt admiſſion into the Church of Chriſt 
ſo ſhall they be partakers of all his holy Ordinances, and be made 
members of Chriſt, 2nd gnjoy the ſweet embraces of Chriſt, anf 
that ſweet.communion and fellowſhip of his Saints. 


To his well-wifhed friend, Capt. Freeman at his quarters , deliver 
theſe. | 


SIR, 


_—_ your Letter, with a ſuperſcriptian to your well- 
wiſhing friend, and indeed it's true ; forT wiſh you well at . 
home in an honeſt calling, that it may be ſaid of you as of the 
wiſe woman, Prov.31.'27. She looketh well to thewayes of ber henſ- 
hold (I ſuppoſe in praying with them, and catechiing of them, 
&c.) that ſhe cat not the bread of idlenefſe. Miſtake not, the ſervice 
of the State is that I like,and the thing for which Thave ventured 
my all in reſpe& of outward things. Burt Sir, when'wars arc end- 
< g {ti|l ro keep on our armour, and to let out -ourhearts and wits 
(being not other wayes imployed) againſt the glorious privileges 
of the people of God, is offenſive '& grievous tothoſe that love 
eace and quietneſſe, You tell me of an offence taken at a meet- 
ing, when the conference between M.Frank/in and M. Brown was 
held at Doubting ; I hope there was none #given : But you do 
well co remember the place, it may-put you in mind of the 
| B doubtings 


of which the Apoſtle ſpeaks, 2 Tim.z. compared with the 7.Verſe,. 
Ever learning, and never able to come to the knowledge of the 
truth, being carried about with every wind of doctrine, You call 
me M.Frank/ins Diſciple, but I afſare you, I deſire to receive the 
truth, and che love of the truth without ceſpeR of perfans, ha- 
ving not mens perſons in admiration (or rather admiring not my 
ſelfe) becauſe of advantage. You tell me, that I and ſome others 
of the like {ſtamp occaſion ſome to think and ſpeak wickedly of 
thoſe which are called Independents. Sir, whatdo you meane by 
this, that I and others of the like ſtamp ſpeak againſt thoſe as are 
of noſtamp? Or are youangry, becauſe ſome men adhere to all 
truths, and have the ſtamp of the Spirit of God upon their hearts? 
2 Cor.3.3. But ſuppoſe we receive the reproach, for others I can- 
not anſwer, butſhall utterly deny that ever I ſpake againſt all 
thoſe : ſome of them my ſoule.loves ; nor will ſome, viz. M.Bar- 
roughs, M.Goodwin,&c. countenance you in ſpeaking againſt bap- 
tizing of infants.. But.cell me, what mean you by Independents, 


Anabaptiſts, Antinomians, Socinians, Papiſts, Royalliſts, Com. 


mon-Prayer-men, and ſuch like: all theſe would be Independents; 


(hould any of them, think you, be ſpoken againſt ? there can be 
but one truth, and he that ſhal diſcountenance the tenents of one, _ 


mult in reaſon diſcountenance the reſt. : you ſeem to mairitain all, 
and will ſtop the mouths of all gainſayers; let not him that put- 
teth on his armour boaſt as he that putteth it off; you endeavour 
(as though M. Brown were then too weak to make good what he 
ſaid) like a faithfull friend,and a forward Champion to ſtepin for 
a ſecond. My memory cannot rerain all chat then paſt : onely I 
know M. Brown asked a word for Childrens Baptiſme, M. Fr ank/in 
replied, by demanding a word for baptizing of the children of 
believers, when they came to yeares: his anſwer was, that they 
were baptized as believers, which-was not-to the purpoſe : for the 
queſtion was.concerning the children of believers grown up, ma- 


king a confeſſion, and he tells us of believers, which was never in 


queſtion, As for the text brought: by way of. argumentation , 
your pen, memory, or both faile you much ; chat which.you bring 
for the firſt argument, was indeed the laſt, and che anſwer was 
like the ſnulfe of a candle, which went out with a ſtink, and made 
our very cares t0 tingle,You know there was-no way to put it off, 


but 


doubtings of theſe ciines, bein for ought Iknow,the very times. 
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- 2-manynorof Chrift : and truly Sir, "was time for M. Frenk/in tt 


be gone, and otherstoo, to quit the place, ſuch horrid blaſphe- 
mics being vented againſt the word of Godin a full Congregati- 
on. The Second Argument that M.Fra»k/ix brought out of 1 Cor, 
10.1 ,2,3.how ever you ſlight it, gave the hearers much ſatisfation; 
but you will give os the true meaning of the place,& by the next, 
becauſe you are ſo well skilled in Scriptures you will give ns the 
meaning of other places alſo, as that in Zac. 13. 3,4, 5 I ask the 
meaning of this place,not only becauſe of your knowledg(which 
you know w© be great)but becauſe M. Burrowghes faies it is ſpoken 
of theſe times,as you may find in his Heart- Divifions;as alſo being 
at leaſure, ler us know the meaning of that fore-warning of our 
Saviour in Mat.24-24,25,26. In the 3. v. you have 3. queries pro- 
,pounded by the Diſciples ; 1 When the deſtruction of Jeruſalem 
ould be ; 2 What the ſign of his coming ſhould be, that isas it 
is conceived his coming in the'Goſpel; 3 What are the ſigns of 
the end of the world ?. The former verſes ſeem to anſwer the 24 
querie,but we ſhalt not be too credulous till we know your judg- 
ment : you may if | leaſe, give us the meaning of thar place 
2 Per. 2. 1, 2, 3. and tel] us whether there be notice of ſuch men 
now ; as alſo what the Apoſtle Fude means in the 12. & 13.verſes 
of his Epiſtle, whether or no he doth not hint at thoſe as deny re- 
pentance : and laſtly, becauſe you are upon the way of interpre- 
ting dark places, let us know how the Church of Pergamus came 
£O be queſtioned for ſuffering the Balaamites and Nicolaitancy, 
Rev.2.12,13,14. and was afterward in probability for this fin un- 
churched ; ſhould not men have liberty of Conflience? I am ſo 
ignorant that I want information in many other texts, but I ſhall 
but name them, as Rom.10.15;1 Tim.5,22:1 Tim 4-14. but Ire» 
turn togive a word ortwo in Anſwer to your Reply to your 24 
Argument : 1 I do not underſtand you when you lay, That Sacra- 
-ments under the Law, tipifie Sacraments under the Goſpel ;. I 
thought they had been rypes of Chriſt,nor was that the ſubſtance 
of M. Franklin's Argument, 2 Whereas you fay, That Chriſt only 
isto be heard, we deny it xot ; nor though he prefſe the Law as 
he doth Mart.5.17,18,19.21.28. yet is hc not to be called legall. 
3 Iknow no man as ſaies, we are to adhere to the type and for- 
ſake the anti-tipe. 4 That ſeems ſtrange ( under correRion.) that 
B 2 ' promiſe, 


fay all, Itell you,they had the ſame way to heaven as we have and 
heaven was never promiſed to the reprobate, and the righteous 
had cheir juſtification only in Chriſt, Heb.9.19,20, 5 Whereas you 
ſay, That oxen and. ſheep were not baptized ; how. ridiculous is 
this ? were ever the Ordinances of God in queſtion to be beſtow-- 
cd on bruit beaſts ? Laſtly,whereas you ſay, That Baptiſme cannot 
profit infants if not within the decree : who doubts it not ? nei- 
ther can it profic men of ripec years if not in the decree, and fo by 
this Argument you .may exclude all Ordinances,. Sir ,, this Argu- 

ment hath bezn debared oy men of riper wits and wiſer judge- 
ments, and ſuch as are known to receive rhe Goſpel, not in word 

only but in power : I ſhall therefore ſeeing M.7 ombes your grea- 

teſt champion hath ſlubbeced overaReply ro 5 or 6 men in a little 

Book which gjvesno ſarisfaftion to any one of them; I ſhall de- 

ſire you to Anſwer. Dot. Holmes (one as I approve wel of though 

an Independent) you may alſo read and reply to M. Aar/hal, M. 

Blake, M. Geare, M. Huſſey, &c- 

Sir, you may think I am very loath to enter the field with 
one as is known in print to be fufficiently able to weaken a good 
cauſe, & therefore will not. be ſo caſily reclaimed from an Error, 
There are other things more eaſily. apprehended. by a weak capa- 
citie,whcrein if you pleaſe [ ſhall grapple with you: I would wil- 
lingly kaow, becauſe uſually one Error drawes on another as the 
needle doth the thred, what yourhink of theſe particulars. 1 Whe- 
ther it be lawfull ro confeſle fins ro God ? 2 Whether we may 

ray for the pardon of fin ?. 3 Whether we ought to be ſorrow- 
Fall forſin > 4 Whether the Law be null under the Goſpel? I 
am afraid you have undertaken a bold and troubleſome Scholler.: 
I beſeech you take the next opportunity to informe 


Shepton- Mallet Your well-wiſking friend, 
Qttob.31.164C.. Geo. Milward. 


SIR, 


TR, Thave received your Letter, (if it my be ſlid) in Anfiver 

b 

to that which I | 4-44 ſent you-: _- i, part I can- 
© not perceive it to be any anſwer at all ; but T rather perceive by it, 
that you are extreme angry with me, and I know not wherefore; 
unlefle it befor the difcovery of thoſe truths I lately ſent you,bur 
if that be the only canſe, I can aſſure you , it is without jult cauſe, 
for I wiſh your ſouls health ; therefore ro-deal plainly with you, 

ur lines favour very little of a ſpirit rightly qualified, and carry 

in them ſuſpition of ſpiritual! pride and ſelf-love, as though you 
were of the very ſame mould and ſtamp with the Nationall Pref 
byterian tythe-mongers,who care more to get a goodly fat beni- 
fice, then to cure a diſeaſed ſou) laden with fin, and fall of iniqui- 
tie; for there is not one particular thing throughout your whole 
Piece (though voluminous)that ſavours of that ſpiritual Balſome 
which. heals wounded ſpirits, by the application of faith in the 
bloud. of Chriſt. But Sir, why ſo angry with mc? and yet ſeeming- 
ly wiſh me well at home with my Emilie in a lawful calling,that 
we cat not the bread of idleneſſe,importing that my Militacy cal- 
ling is not lawful, and that we eat the bread of idieneſſe. Truly 
Sir, I had no thoughts of Reply ; but becauſe- you charge me ſo 
fiercely at the firſt onſet touching, my calling , I have received 
your charge , and with very lictle lofle ; I ſhall therefore boldly: 
adventure upon aſecondencounter ( being a tried Souldier ) and 
ſhall endeavour the beſt Ican, to give you the rout. Bur before I 
fall on, I muſt look how I ſhall quit my ſelf of the firſtcharge. 

Sir, I muſt confeſle , you are a bold Champion to queſtion my 
calling ; for in ſo doing, you do not only queſtion me, bar che 
Authority of Parliament, from whom Ihad my Commiſſion,and 
alſo his Excellency Sir Thomas Fairfax, under whoſe command IL 
am : forasthe Centurion,. Iam a man under authority , having 
ſouldiers under. me; & certainly the Centurions calling was law- 
full, and ſo is mine, he could nor lay down. his Commillion at his- 
own will and pleaſare, neither can I. 

But Sir, you tell me that you like the State ſervice well , and: 
withal, that the War is ended : truly for my part, ificr benot, I 
could heartily. wiſh it were. Sir, you may do very well to carry: 
this good newes tothe Parliament; they ( will no o_ thank. 
you for it, if it be atruth, and give you a good reward for your- 
paines ; for I can aſſure yov, the Parliament is very bountifull 1 
al 


-xll that bring glad tydings: nay,paradventure yon may get 1 goo! 
+ office to boote, = ( for ought I know ) you moyke made one 
of the Cl-----afles, therefore poſt away, tantara ra-ratentara. 

- Bur ſtay Sir, before you take your journey, 'it would not be a- 
mille for to be throughly informed, to whom theſe glorious pri- 
viledges (that you ſpeak of)do belong : You ſay they do belong 
. to the people of God, andI fay ſotoo : for ſuch glorious privi- 

ledges belong to none elſe bnt the people of God,none but they 
being capable of them : for viſible adminiſtrations require a viſt- 
ble cule,and viſible ſubjeRs,2s forinfants you will not ſay ( I pre- 
ſame) that they are viſible beleevers ; and if not ſo, how capable 
of ſuch an Ordinance? Again, if it be a duty, then it muſt anſwer 
a command, but there is no command for it , therefore no duty : 
if only a ſuppoſed duty,then the ſuppoſition lies on the contrary 
ſide, as on that ; and if ſs be you adminifter the Sacrament of 
| Bapriſme according to the fleſh, without a viſible rule , you may 


by conſequence, upon the ſame grounds,adminiſter the Sacrament 


of the Lords Supper to infants, the manifeftarion of faith being 
the rule we ought to walk by,in both adminiſtrations: and in ſo 

doing you calt away the glory of thoſe ſpirituall priviledges, for 
what is not of faith.is (in, Rom.14.23. and without faith, it is im. 
poſſible to pleaſe God, Heb.1 1.6. 

Sir, you ask me whether Iam angry? becauſe men cleave to old 
truths,and have the ſtamp of the Spirit of God upon their hearrs. 
I anſwer no,T am a lover of old truths my ſelf,and a lover ef fuch 

; men as have the ſtamp of the Spiric upon their ſouls: but truly for 
my part, I am affcaid that theſe are old Herefies that you ſpeak of, 
of 800 years ſtanding and upwards,and hath the ſtamp ef a malig- 
nant ſpirit, and not of the good Spirit, | 

You fay alſo that weare of no ſtamp : and defire to be infor- 
med what —_—_— Anabaptiſts, Antinomians, Socinian 
Papiſts, Royallilts, Common-prayer-men are, and the like ; md 

ay that all theſe will be Independents roo. I mult tell you Sir, 
as for the three firft, I know that there is a ſweet communien and 
fellowſhip, a ſweet harmony and very goed agreement in the 
fundamentals ,-alchough ſome ſmall difference in opinion touch- 
ing order : and Ican aſſure you, that there is a wonderfull ſpiri- 
cual love,unity,& unanimity of ſpiric amongſt them,that the men 

of.the world cannot judge what they are : and cruly Sir,they = 
ut 
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but anabaprizd into thoſe nick-rames by the national Presbyteri- 
ans ; but the reaſon is,becauſe they are rhe beſt and pureſt ſort of 
Presbyterians themſclves ; but as for Socinians, Royalliſts,Com- 
mon-prayer-men, Formalliſts, Atheiſts, and Arrians , they are all 
Proteſtants too, of an old ſtamp, although of a new Nationall, 
Provinciall, Parochiall, Claſſical order : and I conceive you may 
do well, to take in the Papiſts amongſt you, to make up the num- 
ber ſeven, for although you differ ſomething in profeſſion , yer 
there is but lictle difference in practice , for. ye all deny Chriſt to - 
be come in the fleſh,as I ſhall make itevident hereafter : And I can 
allure youghat none of your grand Presbyterian Prieſts can be ad- 
mitted bur upon Scripture g__ to be members of our Inde- 
pendent-Church.; but I mult cell you, that theſe ſeyen-----before 
mentioned, may make a pretty National Presbyterian Church in - 
time, and yet come veryſhort of thoſe ſeven Churches of Aſia 
ſpoken of Rev. 1. 4. which verſ. 20. are ſaid to be ſeyen golden 
eandleſticks,and certainly in thoſe golden candleſticks,there were 
lorious lights,for they are there compared to the ſeven ſtafs,and 
the ſeyen ſtars{ignifie the Angels of the ſeven Churches,and thoſe 
Churches being reduced into one Church,there mult needs be a far - 
more glorious light. And as for thoſe ſeven,to wit,Socin.Arrians, 
Papiſts, Common-prayer-men, Fermaliſts, &c. they may have a 
vitible ſanRity , yet will not we call them a Church, bur a Syna- 
gogue of Satan,becauſe they want a right diſpenſation of doQrin 
__ Sacraments, and cannot be compared to the ſeven golden 
candleſticks,but rather to feven dark Lanterns, where there is, as . 
it were,but a ſmall glimmering of light ; and if ſo be theſe ſeven 
dark Lanterns were 'reduced but to one dark Lantern, there 
would be a huge great dark Lantern, . But I paſſe from thar to. - 
the next. | 2: 
_ Sir, you tel{ methag, M. Barrowghes, M. Goodwin, ec. will not + 
countenance me in ſpeaking againſt infants baptiſme : as if I 
ſhould pin my faith. upon other mens ſleeves, as too many do. 
'You alſo deſire me to read and reply to M:. Afarfral, M.Blake, M. 
Geare,M. Hwuſſezg50.whoſe: works I never yet ſaw concerning that 
ſubje& ; ſure I am, the two former have been ſufficiently anſwer- 
ed,and their arguments reſolved. into their firlt nothing;the argu- 
ments of the two latter are {I ſvppoſe) as invalid as the two for- 
mer, Butme thinks you ſhould. have pur DoRor Feazly into your 
Catalogue, . 


fr ; : 
Catalogue, are his works out of date with you > he was one of 
your learned DeQors whilſt living,and his works are yet exftant: 
me thinks he ſhould be Canoniz'd for a Saint amongſt the reſt : I 
have ſeen his Book, intituled, The Dipper dipt, concerning a Dif- 
Pute between him, and ſome Anabaptiſts in Southwark ( as he 
files them) and I can tell you by a very good token, there is his 
Eftigies in his Frontiſpiece, very ſpruce 1n his deminican ruffe and 
his brave pontificall robes, like a painted ſepulcher withont, but 
+ Within, nothing but rottennes, a whole bundle of errors. 

Bur Sir, you ſay that uſually one Error drawes on another as 
the ncedle doth the thred : truly for my part I cannot excuſe my 
ſelf, neither can I excuſe you, ſo far as to render your work to be 
an infallible truth,being all more or leſfe incident unto Error.But 
I believe, that Franklin could have given you many thanks, if 
you would have taken him oft from thoſe groſte Errors and ab- 
ſurdities committed by him at the Conference which Icharged 
him withall in my laſt. Are you cenvinc'd in Conſcience, that yon 
ſtand not in vindication of his reputation ? but rather charge 
M. Brown with horrid blaſphemies : Truly Sir , you might have 
done wel to have expreſt thoſe _—_— that we might know 
them, and ſo learn to avoid them; for my part I heard none, and 
yet (as I thought) was a diligent hearer ; but I partly perceive 
whence this charge doth arile, but let-that paſſe too. 

Sir, youtell methat you are unwilling to enter the field, with 
one that is known in print, to be ſufficiently able to weaken a 
good cauſe, and therefore not eaſily to be reclaimed of an Error : 
Traly Sir,you may do very well to corre the faults,and ſend the 
bookto me, for there are ſome faults in printing, as well asin 
writing, and I will have an Errata prigted, and withall correted 
and amended by M. George Milward: and I ſhall give you ma- 
ny thanks, and acknowledge my faults toe. But I am very confi- 
dent that you never ſaw my boak, bur very fairly take things up- 
on truſt as other men do : truly you may-do well to corre your 
own fauls(if there be any)for 1 meanto ſet youforth in print-too, 

You charge me to be ridiculous, in ſaying that oxen and ſheep 
were not baptized : and ask me whether ever the Ordinances of 
God were in queſtion to be beſtowed on bruit beaſts? But Sir,do 
you indeed underſtand your own propoſition? if ſo,wil you ſtand 
.to it 2 Was the Ifcaclites paſſing through the ſea,a ſtanding Ordi- 


nance 


nance of God,or wis the ſame with Chrifts Ordinance of bap- 
tiſm now : one or both your queres ſeem tg import, but grant 
it were ſo (which you cannot without groſſe abſurdity atteſt) 

t (toclub you with your own argument) ſuck an Ordinance 
15not to be beſtowed on bruit beats, which rhe Holy Ghoſt 
rermes all to be, in-theirnaturall eſtate, 'till rkere be a new cre- 
ation : if ſo, I pray what rule have you to judg otherwiſe of 
infants, except you will take upon you Gods Prerogative , tos 
judge of the ſpiric? for though we are not to judge of the hi- 
nalleſtate of any, who are eleR, and who are not, yet we have 
the rule of Chriſt, Mat.7.16. Ads 8.36,37. to judge of the pre- 
ſent eſtate of ſuch as are admitted to Church-Ordinances, but I 
have no ſuch fooliſh charity as to judge infants capable of any 
Ordinance ; for, a man hath no preheminence above a beaſt,in 
reſpect of his naturall condition, as you may ſee in Eccleſ.3.19- 
what befalleth the ſons of men, befalleth beaſts : as one dicth, 
ſo dieth the other, they have all one breath: nay the Propher 
David ſaith, that a may being in hononr, without underſt anding, 
u like unto the beaſt that periſheth. Now 1 pray conſider the 
places of Scriptures, and tell me, whether Infants ( whileſt 
they are ſo) can haveany more underſtanding then bruit beaſts 
till there be a regeneration and new birth' in the creature : for 
we were all naturally the children of Gods wrath, Eph.2.3.and 
an infant muſt needs be in his corruption and filth, till there be 
a new birth. But I paſſe from this, and haſten co the grand bu. 
lineſle of all. 

Sir, you deſire me to give you the meaning of divers texts in 
Scripture, and your reaſon is (as you ſay) becauſe I undertake 
to interpret dark places: and you tell me that I know my 
judgment to be good. Alas Sir, my judgment is very Mean and 
weak, and I ſhall acknowledge it to be ſo; for I know but in 
part, but very deſirous to learn :. yet notwithſtanding I will 
make bold (by the help of God) to venture upon the firit text; 
and if 10 be1 do not lay down the ſenſe and meaning thereof, 
according to the mind and will of God, Iſhall intreat youro 
bear with me,and corre my faults. The text is Zechariah 13.3, 
4,5-I ſhall only give you my judgment hereof,and refer all the 
Other texts unto the ſame party that did help you in this great 
and moſt excel'ent piece of work of yours: for I am confident, 


that he is the beſt able to give you - true ſenſe and m_— 
| , ry Oo 
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of thole Scriptures experimentally.And fo I'come to the text, 

Zechariah 13+3,4,5. I conceive that theſe places of Scrip- 
tures are a deſcription of _ falſe = of theſe _ 
as do yet prophecie lies, and yer it is {aid they prophetic in t 
name of the Lord:: they ſhall receive ſharp reproofs, and (hall 
be aſhamed of theirerrors, and ſhall no more weare a reugh. 

arment,ncither ſhall they weare Prophets apparell co deceive, 
boe (hall confelle their own- ignorance, . and that they are no 
Prophets, but ſhall þe contented to work for their. own livings. . 
Now che rough garment here ſpoken of , is-meant (asI con- 
ceive) the outward hadit or yveſtmenct, which was to diſtinguiſh 
the Prophets from the people ; as it is now in our times with 
the Clergie,for they wear black garments,becauſe theywould be 
diſtinguiſhed from the Laicic, as they-term them:but here I find. 
alſs an inward garment of falſe doctrines proceeding from an 
evill, corrupted and falfe heart ; for my text faith, they pro- 
pheſie lies 1n the Name of the Lord : and therefore 'tis high 
time to look about us. Sir,I have given you my judgment here- 
in, and I hope according to truth, 

I pray let us now conſider of a way, how to find out theſe. 
falſc Prophets, and that will be by anſwering ſome Queries. 
WelLI would faine go the beſt way to diſcover them. The firft 
/Zuerie, who zre thele falſe Prophets? 2. How may they be 
known. 3. Where may they be found? As for the firſt Querie, I 
ſhall anſwer negatively : certainly rchey are not ſuch as are cal» 
led Tub-Preachers, Independents, Anabapriſts, Antinomians; | 
for theſe are all one in the unity of the ſpirit in the bond of 
peace. And althaugh they are nick-named by ſeverall titles, 
yet doubtleſſe. they are ſuch- as have the ſtamp of Gods ſpiric 
upon ther {oules, whoſe image and ſuperſcription they weare. 
about.them 1n their dreſts, even the breit-plate of holineſſe and 
righreonfneſſe : they are deſpiſed perſons, and ſuch as were 
heretofore-accounted Puritans, Anabaptiſts, but the word In- 
depeadent and Antinomian have been We of late years in uſe; 
yet howſoever theſe are the men that the Lord hath been plea- 
ſed to crown with/honour and victory (as inftruments ) ever 
fince theſe warres began ; and they have been,. and are both 
fajrhfull coGod and all good men, although the world hates 
them , andaccounts them SeRaries and Schilmaticks ; but this. 

is 


the Puritanes of old. But I mufl tell you, that'there are 
two ſorts of Puritans now; there is the Independent Pu- 
ritane, and there is the Presbyterian Puritane; 1- muſt confeſſe 
T lovc them both well, yer I conceive that the Independent Pu- 
ritane out-ſtrips the other both in doAtrin and nmatlice , forhe 
goes moſt nearto the Apoltles rules. Bur 1:pray excuſe me, 
I do the rathet.make this diſtinion, becauſe 1 may the better 
diſcover this falſe Prophet, I have-ſhewed you who he isnot 
Ike : 1 (hall now endeavour to-ſhew you who he is like , -arid 
by what marks and ſigns he-may be known ; whith is the ſe- 
cond quere: T muſt confeſſe I have met with ſomething by 
chance for my purpoſe, that I ſhall make bold withall, ir will 
help me much in: the —_— of this-falſe Prophet : and by 
the diſcovery of him, Hhall diſcover a multitude; I ſhall there- 
fore make uſe of my Authors own words, that he uſeth to dif- 
.cover Antichriſt, the man of fin , which is the very ſame falſe 
Prophet here ſpoken of in my text, He tells me that the ſareſt 
way to diſcover eAntichriſt, us by the fruit of his lips, by the diſci 
pline of his month : ſo that here we (hall find what language he 
1s of to0. For my Authortells me plainly , That if we look wpon 
the eApoſiles of Chriſt and the man of fin , we ſpall find both of 
them holy in Converſation, yea ſo holy that who can diſcern them, 
the one Few the other ; therefore we muſt expeFt the voice, and 
ponder the dofirine : It is the counſell of an Apoſtle in the fame 
caſe, 1f any man come and bring not thus detirine, receive him not 
into your houſe, neither bid him God ſpeed, 2 Joh. 10. If we or 
an Angel from heaven preach any other Gefpel wnto you, Gal. 1.8. 
When « W'lfe cometh in Sheeps clothing ow ſhall we diſcern in the 
flock, which is the welfe , when both are fleeced alike ? * muſt we not 
wait untih they utter their voices? & then we ſtall diſcern that the 
one bleateth and the other karketh. We read of a beaſt Rev.13.12. 
( the Lord deliver u« fiew him) that katb horns like a Lamb, and 
he ſpake like a Dragen : «4 righ we cannot diſcern him by hi 
horns, yet we may eaſ«ly know kim by bis Dragon-like voice. Fur- 
thermore my Author tel]s mc a ſtory of a man of Crma, who 
did put a Lions hin very artificially upen the back of an Aſe: 
the ſnhabitants of the place were much terrified , ſuppoſing that. a 
Lion indeea had been come among t them, untill the Aſſe at his ac= 
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cuftomed time, began to bray like an Aſſe ; ſo ſoon 45 they heard * 
not the roaring ofthe Lion but the braying of an Aſſe, their fears 
were changed mto laughter. 

He farther tels me what courſe 7ephthab took to diſcern the 
Ephraimites from the Gileadires,at the foards of Jordan,Fudg. 
12.6. their faces were alike, their harneſle alike, their colours a- 
like, their garments alike , and yet he diſcerneth them by their 
tongues; Say now Shibboleth : and he ſaid, Sibboleth : for he 
conld not frame to pronoxnce it. This will be the triall of the man 
of fin, of the members of Antichriſt , of this falfe Prophet here 
ſpoken of in my text : when they have their ſenſes exerciſed, 
(hall diſcern them to cry Sibboleth in the doAtine of godlines, 
So that here you may ſee, that rhere is need of a ſpirituall eye 
of diſcerning: and you may alſo ſee, how Tam beholding to 
my friend for ſo much tight in rhe diſcovery of this falſe Pro- 
phet. Me thinks T have a glance of him already, I ſee him afar 
off,certainly I ſhalt find him our : but I muſt make a litcle botd 
with the good prophet Feremiah to help me : for there I ſhall 
find inthe 5 chap.of his book,about the beginning of the chap. 
the Lord ſpeaks by the mouth of his Prophet to the people of 
Jerufalem ; 1f ye can find a man , if there be any that executeth 
judgement, thut ſpeaketh the truth, and he will pardon the (ityy.1. 
He farther declares and ſhewes what thefe men are ; They are 
profeſſors, ſich as make a profeſſion of the truth ; nay, they 
pretend much zeal to the truth, they uſe ordinances, they have 
a forme of godlineſle, but deny the power thereof; they can 
g0 far to crack the ſhell, but they cannot go ſo far as to eat the 
kernel : they cannot taſte the marrow and ſweetneſſe of the 
Ordinances, For though they ſay the Lord liveth , yet they ſwear 

falſely, as m verl.2. have refuſed to receive correftion, they 
have their faces harder then a Rock, and have refuſed toreturn,v.3 
And in v.4.che. Prophet ſaith, Swrelytheſe are poorgthey are fooliſh, 
they know not the way of the Lord, nor the judgement of their God. 

Thus you fee what it is to be buta bare outward profef- 
for; ro ufe ordinances, and not to liveby ordinances, or about 
ordinances (I meanin the ſpiritualt enjoyment of them ) is to 
live ſo low, fo poor, ſo fooliſh as the Prophethere ſpeaks of, 
Bur are there no falſe Prophets amongſt thefe men ? yea doubt- 
leſſe there are. Well, I will enquire once more of the _ 

phet 


phet Jeremiah , and crave his aid and affiſtance herein ; and 
I do believe he will help me find out this falſe Propher ; and if 
ſo be I find out one, I ſhall then diſcover a multitude ( as I aid 
before) five thouſand at leaſt. Well, he dire&s me to the laſt 
verſe of the 5 Chap. of his Propheſie. Twill read the words 
that you may be the better able ro judge with me, that he is the 
very ſame man that I have ſo carneſtly enquired after all this 
while, the falſe Prophet ſpoken off in my text : the words are 
theſe, The Prophers propheſie falſely, the Priefts bear rule,@+c. 
Ha-ha, have I tound him ? the Prieſts bear rule ? then he is a 
ruling Prieſt as well as a falſe Prophet , I did think I ſhould 
meet with him at laſt in a pulpit. He did uſe (heretofore) to 
weare a bJack Canonicall Caflocke, but now the times have al- 
tered the faſhion. He can transſorme himſelf into an Angel of 
light, like unto the falſe Apoſtles 1 Cor.11. 13, 14, 15. and no 
marvell, for Satan himſelf is transformed into an Angel of 
light; therefore it is no great thing, if his Miniſters alſo be 
transformed as the Miniſters of righteouſneſſe, &c: They are 
very zealous, they make a fair ſhew in the fleſh, Gal.6. 12. 
He can put on a yizard of holineſſe. T his falſe Prophet comes 
after the working of Satan,with al power,and ſigns,and lyin 
wonders: with all deceivablenefle of unrighteouſnefle,2 Theſ 
2.9,10. nay,he can bring many excellent truths of God kindled 
at the flames of his Altar, he can propheſie falſly, he can bear 
rule by their means, and the people love to have it ſo;but whar 
willye do in the end thereof? ſurely this Prophet will come 
to a ſhamefull end ; for my text ſaith, He bal be aſhamed of his 
Propheſie, and ſhall ſay he is no Prophet, but a huſbandman, and a 
Pon his youth up. Here you ſce what his confeſſion 
ſhall be, enough to condemne him. : 

Bur you will fay, that I muſt call him by h's name, before] 
paſſe ſentence : Yea that I will. Thave Anabapriz'd him too; 
his name is National Prcesbyterian-tythe-monger; you know 
his name was falſe Prophet before, but row 1 am his Gaffer, 
and have given him a new name : tut yet forall this, before 1 
paſſe ſentence,T will ſee what evidence the Propher 1/aish harh 
againſt him in the 56 of his propheſie ; the words are theſe, 
eAnd theſe greedy dogs can never have excxgh: and theſe ſteep- 


heards cannot underſtand, for they all look to their own way , every 
: one 


"OG am. « , 
, . 


| ene for bis own advantage, and for his own purpoſe, Cortainl 


- theſe are the falſe Prophets ſpoken of in my text: for you ſee 


the Prophet 1/ciah calls them ſheepheards, and greedy dogs ; 
now I pray you tell me whether or no,this fellow which I have 
newly Anabaprtiz'd, be not one of them ? I ask you for no huirt: 
bur yet howſoever I will have more evidence againſt him be- 
fore I paſſe ſentence. Well, here is the Prophet Ezeck, to give 
evidence in the 34 Chap. of his book, and the 2d verl. Te eat 
the fat, and ye cloth you with the wooll: ye kill them that are fed, 
but ye feed not the ſheep. Well , I will crave your judgement in 
this too : See whether or uo this be not a right-tythe-monger; 
the very ſame falſe Prophet that is here before us at the = 
We will hear what evidence the Prophet Aficah will give in a- 
gainſt him, and ſo proceed to ſentence. In his3d Chap. of his 
propheſie, verſ. 5. he ſaith , T hey bite with their teeth , and cry 


. peace : and he that pr not into their mouth, they even prepare 


war againſt bim. How | War ? nay then tis time to paſſe ſen- 
tence, for the laſt War was the Biſhops War,and ſurely we will 


prevent this if we can : therefore ſtand up and hear thy ſen- 


TENCEe. 

Thou National Presbyterian tythe-monger, thou ſpawne of 
a Biſhop, thou char tiſheſt in troubled waters ; hear thy ſen- 
tence : Thou haſt lived this 8co years and upwards, by the 
ſweat of other mens browes: thou ſhalt now be an husband- 


*man, an heardſman-; now thou muſt work rhy ſelf, thou muſt 


now labour to get thy living by the ſweat of thine own brows. 
Oh, faith he, This is a hard ſentence; I cannot work , I was 


.never bred to work , I have been choicely bred up at the U- 


niverſity, and ſhall I work ? no Icannot work; but Ile tell 
thee what the Apoſtle ſaies, If thou wilt not work, neither 
{halt thou cat. Nay Te tcli chee what thy father and thy.mo- 
ther that begat thee, ſaith, Thou ſhalt not live : they will 


- thruſt chee through : and docſt thou fay thou wilt not work ? 


I ec]! thee thou (alt work, or eltc thou ſhalt not eat. And the 
eruth of ir is, I mult paſſe the like ſentence upon all the reſt of 
thy fraternity: for it 1s more fit for them to goto hedging 
and dicching , then to take upon them the Miniſtery of the 
Goſpel vf j<!{::s Chrill, For you ſec 1 have made it evident, 
who theſ: tall Prophets are , and how they may be —_— 
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They are ſuch as take Tythes, and Baptize infarits, having rio 
command nor warrant from the Word of God for neletiedber 
ace underthe reproof of our Saviour Chriſt, who hath required 
theſe things at your hands Þ they are Inch as pray for themſelves 
by this Epithete, for a bleſſing upon the Tribe of Levi, the lot 
of thine ineritance, as if they were lineally deſcended from 
the very loynes of that Tribe.. Nay they are ſuch as are very 
zealous of the truth, in their way (as I ſhewed you before) and 
yet by their.praftice they deny Chriſt come in the fleſh, Gal. 4. 
3elsse they are kept ſtill in bondage under-the elements of the 
worl 


For, whoſoever do pay Tithes, or receive Tithes, doc deny 


Chriſt come in the fleſh.” Buc ſuch is the praftice of our times, . 


the people pay, and the Clergie receive: £&rgo,theydeny Chriſt 
come inthe fleſh... | 

2 Whoſoever either by example or pratice do keep in uſe 
any thing which was lawfull in che time of the Law, and fince 
fulfilled and ended by Chriſt, now in the time of the Goſpell, 
doe deny Chriſt come in the fleſh. But all thoſe which do pay 
tithes, or receive tithes, do keep in uſe that which was lawtull 
in the time of the Law, andfince fv}filled and ended by Chriſt 
now in the time of the Goſpell. Ergo, they deny Chriſt come 
in the fleſh. And this T prove, Heb.7.5.12. Verſes. 

Thus you may ſee evidently, as in a glafſe, who theſe falſe 
Prophets are: Ipray tell me whether or no they are the Cler- 
gic of theſe times, I meane Tithe-mongers, ſuch as deny Chriſt 
to become in the fleſh: andif ſo be you have a ſpirituall eye 
of diſcerning, you cannot chooſe bus ſee their black garments, 
and their moath-eaten doftrines: and, although their power 


be upheld for a time, and they receive theſe unhallowed tithes, 


yet] am perſwaded they will have as great a fall as ever the Bi- 


thops had : For, take away tithes, and down falls the Prieſt; 


then you ſhall haye him comply with the times, and be meta- 
morphoſed into an Independent preſently, if he may have ad- 
mittance : but the . Lord will-ove day deſtroy Antichriſtian. 


darkgeffe, with the breath-of his mourh and brightneſle of his- . 


coming. But the glafſe is out, and thercſore 1 haſten to the 
next in order. 


— —— —_ my _— 


 Ifhall crave alittle of your ------chriſtiap patience, m_ 


— —_ - 


_—_— 


(I muſt confeſſe) I have been ſomwhat large tn this particular; 
andthe more, becauſe it much concernes. usall, to labour to 
know and find out the falſe Prophers, that we may the better 
take heed how to avoid both their dodrine and praftice : I ſhal 
now proceed to the next particulars,which are your foure que- 
res : but before I enter upon them, I ſhall make bold to pro- 
pound one quere to you. | | 
T underſtand that you have a neighbour , that is a friend 
of mine, is accuſed for ſheep-ſtealing. I pray tell me, how he is 
like to ſpeed : I hope he is not like ro ſuffer for ir; for there 
may be {ome fault in che ſhepheard : for many ſhepheards are 
carelefle of their ſheep, ſo that they may get the fleece; Icould 
wiſh him to be very carefull, and diligent to ſearch, and ſee 
where he can find out either fell or mark,that he may not accuſe 
him wrongfully. Bur I leave this to your grave & prudent con- 
ſiderations, and ſo paſſe to the queres. | 
1 Whether it be lawfull ro confeſle ſins to God. 
2 Whether we may pray for the pardon of fin. 
3 Whether we ought to be ſorrowfull for ſin, 
4 Whether the Law be null under the Goſpell. | 
I (hall by the aſſiſtance of God ( according to that light he 
hath given me) handle the three firſt both joyntly and ſeverally, 
and ſo give you my judgment and reſolution concerning them 
all (and T hope) according to Goſpell-truths, and ſo diſmiſſe 
you for the preſent. | 
To which I anſwer affirmatively, that all theſe things may be 
done in reſpe&t of the circumſtancialls: bur I ſhall for our 
more orderly proceeding, firſt conſider the circumſtances or - 
concomitants, having a relation or dependence one upon the 
other : 1, Withour a ſight of (in, there can be no confeſſion 
norcontrition. 2, It is by faith the ſoule comes to enjoy re- 
miſſion of ſins and juſtification; ſo that there is the ſoules ap- 
pah—_ by faich,of rhe forgiveneſle of fins, and juſtification 
y Chriſt, and not by the Law of Moſer, Ads 13.38,39. 3.This 
faith produceth repentance, which is a change of the mind and 
godly Goſpell-ſorrow, flowing from a principle of love; and ' 
10 the believers ſorrow is a ſorrow flowing from love, and not 
from feare ; for we are not come to Mount Sinai,but to Mount 
Sion, Heb, 12, 
And 


ahar-may ariſe from hence, it will be a means to bring. nero 2 
ight underſtanding how theſe things are rode performed, and 
whom : 'Iſha{l cherefore-make a diſtintion berween-belic- 
wversaad undelievers, as the Lord fpeaks' by the mouth of the 
Prophet Jeremiah, Thou fpalt _——_ thegr tions om the'wile, 
then ſhalt thow be wy month to the people : intimating thereby, 
that there muſt be a tion berween believers and unbelic- 
vers: for, theſe things cannor be performed by any creature, 
bur ſuch as the Lord gryes power and abilities to perform ; and 
therefore I ſhall ſhew you, that there is an externall confeſſion 
and ſorrow for fin, which s Phariſaicall , proceeding from a 
corrupted and falfe heart ; and Judas had many excellent exter- 
nall performances, and yet he hang'd himſelfe.. Now there is a 

ly ſorrow and confeſſion, which is internall, proceedin 
apure and fincere heart : ſo that faith and repentance 

ing (as it were) linked and chain'd rogether , {hew forth the 
integrity and ity of the heart, in life and converſation. 
Now the beſt of all externall performances cannot availe the 
creature afty thing at all, unlefle there be an incernall habit of 
grace flowing from Chriſt , by his ſpirit upon the ſoule : for 
all internall principles are wrought - Bags Spirit of God, 
in the ſoule of every true believer, and meerly and ſimply 
from the love of God in Chriſt, as he hath choſen us in bim be- 
fore the foundation of the world, Eph.1.4- 

Sir, it ſeems to me by ſtating of your queſtions, that you lay 
all theſe things upon the creature, as a dntie to be performed 
by him , when alas the e creature is not able to per- 
form any thing at all; for all theſe things are ated and 
wrought in the creature, by the Spirit of God about the time 
of converfion; and therfore the wicked and ungodly wretches 
* Glffiot confer their ſims to God,, nor pray for of fin, 
but verbally, with the tongue and lips ; and fuch prayers and 
performances are abominadle in the ſight of God : the Scrip- 
ture ſaith, that God is a conſuming fire, and that the wicked are 
as ſtubble; ſs the more neer the finbble is- brought to the fire, 
the mort in danger it is to be burnt : It is-even fo with the 
witked, the more neer they come unto God in their prayers 
and external] performances, the _ they will be —_— 
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And thus you may fee 'tis cleere, that the witked and ſuch-azare 
unbelievers, cannot pray for pardon of fin,:in the acceptation 
of God. Now ſuch as belong: to the eleRion of: his free grace 
(about the-time of converſion.) can;pray for:the pardon of fin 
by the alitance, operations and. workings of the Spirit ,. {ha 
ving cheir.finsJaid open before them) ſo.likewiſe believers,ſuch 
as are growne Chriſtians, may pray for-pardon of (in, although 
they certainly know. that their ſins are pardoned;rhe which par- 
don was purchaſed: by the moſt;precious bloud; of the Son of 
God : and yet for all this, whenſoever any ſuch ſoule comes to 
powre forth his prayers unto God (his, ſpirit being carried 
forth thereunto) he may pray for pardon of (in, that is, for « 
further manifeſtation of that pardon; or a more full aſſurance 
of thatpardon., : 

As for example ; amalefaQRor, ſuch a one as hath committed 
Felonie or Treaſon agaifſt the King, and being (by che Law ) 
condemned.to dis for.this Treaſon or. Felonie, and, carried to 
the place of. execution, there to hang.till he be dead; andin 
the meane time comesa pardon-under the Kings,own hand and 
Seale, this Malefator ſees his pardon, and at the apprehenſion 
thereof, his heart leaps for joy ; nay he.dath not - onely ſee his 
pardon, but is.alſs ſer. at liberty by vertue, of that. pardon ; 
what would youthink.of this man, if. he ſhould come iato'the 
Kings preſence, and fall down before him,. and beg. patdon a+ 
gaine, and ſay, O my Soveraigne Lord the King, I have com» 
mitted Teealongenat thy Majeſty, I confeſle it, and am hear- 
tily ſorrie for it, and ſo beg pardon again,as if. he had not been 
pardoned ;. andalthough he do beg pardon, yer it is but for a 
more full aſſurance or manifeſtation of that pardon, It is even 
ſo with Gods people, although they know that their. ſins are 
pardoned, the wrath and juſtice of Gad ſatisfied,. xgemiflion of 
{innes, and reconciliation with God, purchaſed and ſealed.with' 
the bloud of, Chriſt, made out.unto the ſoule,. by the receiving 
evidence of faith ;. and yet. for all this, they may pray for a 
more full aſſurance and manifeſtation,of that pardon, if their 
ſpirits are.carried forth therguncs, as ,I ſaid before. Andnow 
iball ſpeak ſomthing conceraing the, Law.. LA! 

Firlk, the Ceremoniall and Judiciall Law is abrogated by the 
coming of, the CAeſſizs, for, it was only for a certain time pre: 

| wa) ” ſcribed. 
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cribed to the Deople of Tirael, and the Mora wn {tandsr 

pecually,and.the common uſe thereof belongs both ro the eleR 
{before converſion) & to the reprobate-alſo,becauſe it bindeth 
allmen (that are-under it) to perform: perfeRt obedience to 
God; bur we muſt alſo con(ider the circumſtances hereof : for if 
perfe& obedience be required,then is the Law ſtill, as it was in 
the hand of Aoſes,Do this and live: but now it is in the harid of 
a Mediator,belicve and thou ſhalt be ſayed: far,the Prieſthood 
being changed, thereis made of neceſſity a change alſo of the 

w,Heb.7.12. This High Pricit is not made after the law of a 
carnall commandement; but after the power of an endleſle life, 
Verſ.16. Ir is true, that all naturall men are under the Law, and 
the Apoſtle ſaith,Deftrnfion and miſery are in their ways, and the 
way of peace have they not known, Rom.3.16,17. yet it is as true, 
that the Law is not to be preached as a preparative to the Goſ- 

11, but the Goſpell is the means in which Chriſt fits men for 

imſelfe ; for it .is granted on all hands, that it is the work of 
the Spirit to convinceof fin, Joh. 16. and this Spirit is given in 
the preaching of the Goſpel), Gal.3.2. this further appears, if 
we conſider the Commiſſion of Chriſt, Mark 16.15, Gopreach 
the Goſpel, &c. he doth not ſay, Go preach the Law beſt, and 
fir men for Chriſt, and then preach the Goſpell, but firſt preach 
the Goſpel! :. this was the praQtice of the Apoſtles, who well 
underſtood the mind of Chriſt, ſee As 2. Peters Sermon, Ch. 
$.12. Peters preaching peace, Chap.1o. 1 Cor.15.3. 

Secondly, The Law as it was in the hand of Moſes is nat a 
rule to believers, but as it is inthe hand of Chriſt, who hath ful- 
filled the righteouſneſle of ir ; ſee Rom.7. about the beginning 
of the Chapter, 2 Cor.3.from the 6.tv-the.13. Rom.10.4. True 
it is, the Law is it as full power and force '( to them that are 
under the Law) as ever it was : but believers, and ſuch as are 
in Chriſt, are no longer under the Law,. but under grace ; the 
Apoſtle ſaith, the Law was a Schoolemaſter to bring us unto 
Chriſt; he doth not ſay, it is a Schoolemaſter; nay the originall. 
doth render it thus, The Law was a Schoalemaſter untill Chriſt, 
Ga1l.3.24,25. that we might be juſtified by-faith ; ſo chat after 
juſtification by faith we are no-longer under a ſchoolmaſter:for 
believers know aſſuredly, that Chrilt hath fulfilled the Law for 
them,8 to them, & therfore the Law cannot be a ſchoolmaſter. 

Slit | unto 
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Covenant: Vl (ith he) pat mp Lawerints tering a 
Covenant : Iwill (faith he) put my Lawesinto their mind, 
write them in their hearts, and I will be rochem as God, and 
they ſhall be to me 4 people, Heb.$.10; - S6-you may ſee, that 
Chciſt will wrire his lawes in che hearrs of believers, ſuch as are 
in Chriſt ; and the Apoſtle ſaich , that we are delivered from 
the Law,thar beityg dead wherein we were held,thatwe ſhoutd 
ſerve in newneſſe of ſpirit, and not ini the okdnefle of the tet- 
er, Rom.7.6. So that you-may _ ſee,that thecandemnator 
ry power of the Law is taken away by Chrilt, as everie believer 
is juſtified by Chrilt, ſo is he freed from-the Law ; & a behiever 
cannot look back unto the Law as it was in the hand-of Afoſes, 
unlefſe he ſhould look for a new Chriſt, or a new aRtto-be per- 
formed by Chriſt ; and whatſoever Chriſt requires ( in obedi- 
ence to himſelfe) of a believer, he gives power and abilities to- 
rforme.. I ſhall alſo tell you, that the myſtery of the Goſpel 
is a hidden myſtery,. and cannot be underſtood but by the Spi- 
rit ; for none can unletter the letter but the ſpirit, and ther- 
fore the haturall man cannot find oue the depth of it ,. but is 
kept {till under-the power of the Law. I mighe bevery large in 
thefe particulars, but time prevents me, and I feare me Fhave 
rreſpafſed roo much upon your patience, and. therefore I will 
give you but a word ortwo inthe i}luſtration of this poiat,and 
fo diſmiſſe you. ; 
Therefore Þ pray let me crave yourbeſt xxtention : and x 
{hall ſhew you that the operations and. workings of the ſpi- 
rit, upon the ſoul of every true beleever , doth. teach him to 
walk in obedience to the commands of Chrilt ; - che ſpirit. being 
the revealing evidence to the ſoul, and faith the receiving eyi- 
dence. Now the ſpirit doth dictate to the ſoul of. every true 
beleever: and faith isa-full perfwaſion of the heart-, 8: 
ed = the promiſes -of God.in and through Chriſt, by which 
the ſoul ts raiſed , and carried up-into the very.boſome and 
loves of Chriſt, and taſtes of rhe ſweet. imbraces.of che ver 
aQts of his loves *. and there is 2 reciprocall love berween Cheri 
and the ſoul of his Saints. . The Saiuzts love Chriſt, becauſe 
Chciſt toved them firſt. Al graces are neceſlary conſequences of 
faith:.and. yet. they are but fruits and effects of the Spirit. Faith 
and Repentaace go both together, ACL8, 12.37. Bur the wit- 


neſſe 


— nefſe bf the ſpirit isrhe feal of the covenant's? grace, between 
Chriſt and the ſoul of every true belecycr: for as a covenant 
made berween party and party, and ſealed before witnefſe, the 
evidence is good : but if it be not ſealed before witneſle, then 
can that party have but ſmall intereſt in that Covenant. It is 
even fo with every poor ſoul , when once he can have the wit- 
neſle of the Spirit; to ſeal up his intereſt in the bloud of Jeſus 
Chrift ; then 1s his evidence good , and hath a fure foundation 

'to build upon, 1/aiah 28.16. 
- Sorhat the concluſion. will be thus: that the Law. as it was 
-in the band of Moſes, cannot be a rule for a Chriſtian to walke 
by, becauſe he cannot fly from life to dearh ; for the Law kil- 
leth, bur the ſpirir giveck life. So chat the ſpirit alone doth 
-onely atin,.amdto the ſogle of everic true believer, and all 
'the - prarcs doe 'bur keep up the fonle to live holy and godly 
in this life, that he may reap a crowne of gloric in that glo- 
rious Kingdome of heaven hereafter : and the ſonle cannot 
enjoy one of the leaſt of the graces without the ſpirit, the 
ſpirit teacheth to deny all ungodlineſſe and worldly luſts, 
and to live ſoberly, righteouſly and.- godly in this. preſent 
world: the ſpirit guides and leads a man unto all truth; for as 
many asare ted by: the prix of God they are the ſons of God, 
Rom. 8. 14. The ſpirit helps our infirmities , ſo that the ſpirir 
doth both reach, guide,lead,and help; and the influence of that, 
ſpicic gives light unto the ſou} : As the light of the body is the 
eye, ſo all graces lowing from the ſpirit , gives light unto the 
' ſoul : andas a candle in adark room, being tighted, give light 
unto all that arc in it, from the fruits and «ttects of it,;z ſo it fo 
be, it be extinguiſhegd-and pur out, yer it retaines its firſt prin- 
ciple, and is a candle ſtill, Ir is even ſo with a ſoul in time of 
ſpirituall difertion:the graces which flow-from the ſpirit(beir 
as it-were)extinguiſhtand put out, yet the ſpirit retains its firl 
principle, and remairs {ti]) in the Toul of every true beleever. 
But thus much ſhall ſuffice for this time ard for this text : 
the ſeaſon being'fexrewhat cold , 1 ſhall nor detain you any 
wer: You fee? have given you a large deſcription ofthe 
falſe Prophets: alrhough T have not repiyed to every particu- - 
lar, yet I hope you wiſtexcule me, andthe rather, beeauſe T 
have forc'd my ſelf, to reply (in ſcme things ) according to 
| your 


"your ownGlcR, inthe very fame phraſe and method: Tliduy” 
fore what broken expreſſions you find, I \apgh with vliem. 


alſo, I have given vou an account of my Faith in part, I could 
not do it fully , becauſe I know not what Faith (ball be next. 
For I naderfand that there is a new confeſſion of Faith ma- 
king now in London; and I am ſoriewhat wavering and doubt- 
Full whatFaith we ſhall be of ; whether Independent or Pre(- 


byterian: I hear that the Confeſſion of Faith conſifteth of _ 


33. Chapters or Articles, if Free-will be one, then I ſhall have 
free-will to chuſe : Certainly I ſhall be of the Independent 
-Faith (as you call it : ) Thave ſent you this New-years-gift in- 
ſtead of a Chriſtmaſſe Carole: it is a token of my love, in hope 
of a change both injudgement and life, wich the New year , in 
putting off the Old man,and putting on the New, Eph.4-22,23. 
which if I may have that happineſſe co find in you, I ſhall for 
-ever remain | 


From my ſtudy at Coſſington 
this 4 of Fannary, 1646. 


Yours to command, 


Francs Freeman. 


FINIS. 


D Eader, in the ſeeond of the fonre . res mentioned im 
the Title page, there is a miſtake, which thou art deſired 


to corre thus, 2 Whether we may pr the pardon of fin,and 
4n page 16 line 35. for uboxt, nad IE rar | 
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